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A Letter from our President, Jill Cossman 

We are delighted to publish our inaugural edition of the Women's Leadership Council 
newsletter.  We hope the newsletter will serve as a link among our members, bridging 
the gap between our bi-monthly events. 

  
Since the inception of WLC over five years ago, we have grown to 60 members!  Our 
goals for the coming year are to continue expanding our membership with outstanding 
women who contribute to their professions and the community, and to provide a forum 
for our members to share experiences, learn from each other and mentor the next 
generation of woman leaders in our community. 

  
We salute Marianne Kolb, who was one of the founders of WLC and served as 
President for the past three years.  Many thanks, Marianne, for your leadership and 
hard work.  
 
I look forward to meeting each one of you at our events. 
 

Latest Women’s Leadership Council Event – March 7th 

ñWomen in Politics- A Closer Look at Sacramentoò was the program for our March 7th 
event.  Our members and guests greeted Mimi Walters, Assembly Assistant Republican 
Leader and Assemblywomen and Karen Bass, Democratic Assemblywoman and 
California Assembly Speaker-Elect to a luncheon at the Regency Club.  We listened to 
their shared perspectives of the key issues facing California and the challenges of being 
a female politician.  We had 45 members, guests and Fulfillment Fund participants in 
attendance for this special bipartisan discussion with Mimi and Karen.     

         
Jill Cossman, Greenberg Glusker; Jeri Harman, Allied Capital;        Laura Thompson,Your Great Event; Katy Klinedinst,  
Mimi Walters, Republican Assemblywoman (Speaker)  Greenberg Glusker; Cheryl Paller, Deutsche Bank; Jill          

Cossman, Greenberg Glusker  
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Renee LaBran, Rustic Canyon Partners;  Jeri Harman, Allied Capital;         Maryellen Sebold, Hemming Morse; Stephanie Davis,  

Elizabeth Lowe, Lowe Enterprises; Karen Bass, Assembly Speaker-Elect Spencer Stuart; Lily Chang, Leonard Green & Associates  

           

       Jill Cossman, Jeri Harman, Karen Bass Rita Barschak, Joanna Rodriques, Enriqueta Medrano, 

Lucia Perales, Maria Hamar 

              

Karen Bass, Mimi Walters Martha Groszewski, Sandy Thomson, Wachovia Capital 

And many thanks to Jeri Harman for arranging this special program for us and securing 
the speakers, Mimi Walters and Karen Bass.  We couldnôt have done it without you! 
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Mark your Calendar – Next WLC event is May 15th 

The next WLC event will be held on Thursday, May 15th .  The program will be ñHow 

Three Women Executives Followed their Passions and Did It Their Wayò.  The panel of 

3 women are:  Martha De Laurentiis - President of Dino De Laurentiis Company, 

producer of more than 25 films, including Hannibal, Red Dragon, Hannibal Rising, The 

Last Legion and Crimes of the Heart; Dr. JJ Levenstein, Founder and President of MD 

Moms, a company that developed the first personal care line for babies, designed by 

pediatrician moms; and Charlotte Kandel, author of "The Scarlet Stockings" and 

Former EVP-Worldwide Publicity at Warner Brothers.   

Thursday, May 15, 2008 
Regency Club ï Penthouse       11:30 a.m. 

10900 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA  90024 
 

$75 per person, with $10 of the proceeds to support our partnership with the Fulfillment 

Fund.  Please RSVP if you would like to attend.  

Annual Dues 

The annual dues invoice has been mailed to you.  If you have not renewed your dues 
yet, the amount of the annual dues is $350.  Please make your check payable to: 
Womenôs Leadership Council and mail to:  
 

Womenôs Leadership Council 
11041 Santa Monica Boulevard #710 
Los Angeles, CA  90025 

 
Maylee is also in the process of updating the Bios of all of our members.  If you have 
not submitted your changes yet, please email Maylee at mayleewitham@hotmail.com 
and she will send you a copy of last yearôs Bio for you to update.  We will be distributing 
the inserts for the WLC Directory at the May 15th event. 
 
 

WLC Members in the News 

-  VALERIE SOBEL, Founder of the Andre Sobel River of Life Foundation, will be 
featured in the May 2008 Issue of Readerôs Digest as one of best of 100 American 
Charities. 
-  MARTHA DE LAURENTIIS was a featured speaker at the California Womenôs 
Festival in Santa Barbara on March 7-9th, celebrating International Womenôs Day.    
 
 

mailto:mayleewitham@hotmail.com
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WLC Members in the News 

-  LEIGH ANNE ODEN accepted a new position as Software Consultant for Centric 
Software in Campbell, CA 
-  ROBBIN ITKIN has been selected as a 2007 Women of Achievement honoree by the 
Century City Chamber of Commerce Women's Business Council.   
-  ROBBIN ITKIN and JANE PEEBLES were named as one of Southern Californiaôs 
Super Lawyers by Los Angeles Magazine in February 2008. 
-  GAYLA KRAETSCH HARTSOUGH and VALERIE SOBEL were recently honored 
and received the 50 @ 50+ LA Award at the Big Thinking Women Inaugural Event.       
 

Meet our Newest Members 
 
Since December 2007, we want to welcome four new members to WLC: 

CAROLYN LEE,  Chief Operating Officer of the Fulfillment Fund;   
BETH PAGE, Regional Director, The Riverside Company; 
DESIREE PIERCE,  Vice President of Northern Trust; and   
LYNETTE PROLER,  President of Proler Garden Antiques and Russian Imperial Art;  
 

Membership in WLC 

Have you ever wondered about the membership process for WLC?  The Womenôs 

Leadership Council is an exclusive group of successful professional women who are 

recognized as leaders in their fields.  We welcome women from diverse ethnic 

backgrounds, cultures and professions.  We are women who demonstrate integrity and 

support each otherôs professional and personal growth.  Membership is by invitation 

only.  If you know of anyone that would be a potential member for WLC, consider 

bringing her as your guest to one of our events.    

Contact Hope Neiman at Hope.neiman@rightstart.com for more information. 

WLC - Fulfillment Fund Partnership 

On February 28th, WLC held our annual welcome dinner at CaôBrea Restaurant for the 

WLC/Fulfillment Fund Mentoring Program.   The objective of the WLC Mentoring 

Program is to provide our WLC members an opportunity to make a meaningful 

difference to the next generation of women.  Given that the women who have been 

affiliated with the Fulfillment Fund are the first in their families to ever attend college, we 

are able to provide important mentoring relationships to these young women.   

 

mailto:Neiman%20at%20Hope.neiman@rightstart.com
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Our participants for this year are: Jessica Clark, attending UC Riverside; Norma 

Dominguez, Vice President at Citi Community Capital; Patricia Estrada, attending 

Santa Monica College; Leslie Flores, attending CSUN; Thu Nuynh, attending CSUN; 

Leyda Leon, attending Mount St. Maryôs College; Enriqueta Medrano, attended UC  

Berkeley; Lucia Perales, attending Cal State Dominquez Hills for her Masters in 

Education; Joanna Rodriguez, Assistant Marketing Manager at Direct TV; Karina 

Santos, recent graduate of Pitzer College. 

If you would like to be a mentor and participate in this wonderful program, please 

contact Sherry Cefali at Sheryl.cefali@duffandphelps.com or Michael Orenstein-Orpaz 

at morpaz@fulfillment.org for more information.   If your company offers a summer 

internship this summer, we hope you will consider one of the young ladies that we are 

mentoring from the Fulfillment Fund.   

WLC Survey 

 
During the month of April, you will be receiving a survey from us.  We want to create 
programs and logistics that are most beneficial and interesting to our members.  This 
survey is completely anonymous, so please be as honest as possible.  It should take no 
more than 5 minutes to complete so we can hope to hear from all of you!  
 

www.womensleadershipcouncil.org - Website 
 
Donôt forget to check our website!   Mentoring opportunities, program details, 
membership information and more are available at the click of your computer! 

 
Any news? 
To keep this Newsletter as informative as possible, we need your news!    Any 

recognition, awards, contact info update, promotions, new jobs, marriage, babies?  

Want to get involved with WLC?  We would love to have your participation in our various 

committees such as Programs and Membership.  Contact Maylee at 

mayleewitham@hotmail.com for more details.   

 

Office Information 

Maylee Witham, Administrative Director 
 ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
 11041 Santa Monica Boulevard #710 
Los Angeles, CA 90025 (310) 535-9733 
mayleewitham@hotmail.com  

mailto:Sheryl.cefali@duffandphelps.com
mailto:morpaz@fulfillment.org
http://www.womensleadershipcouncil.org/
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