
          April  2009 

          Newsletter  

 

A Letter from our President, Jill Cossman 

Greetings all!!  It is hard to believe that WLC's very first membership event occurred five years ago at Martha 
De Laurentiis' lovely home.  Since then, we have enjoyed so many wonderful speakers, panel discussions, 
holiday dinners and the opportunity to get to know a group of exceptional women personally and, in some 
cases, professionally. 

  

Equally important, our partnership with the Fulfillment Fund continues to thrive.  How satisfying is it to see 
some of our members provide strong mentoring support to the Fulfillment Fund participants, as well as much-
needed job opportunities. 

  

We hope that the dine-around dinners we have planned for the year (the first one next week) will give 
members a chance to "bond" in an intimate, leisurely environment.  Enjoy!! 

 
 
  

Latest WLC Event- March 19th -  Leslie Lundin 

         

Jill Cossman, Leslie Lundin, Jeri Harman,      Holly Grzywacz, Sandra Valdovinos-Heredia,  
Sherry Cefali, Kathy Adams, Maryann       Dr. Laura Trice, Barbara Barschak, Margaret  
Meggelin          Karren, Tameka Smith Carter 

 
 
 

Annual Dinner to meet the Fulfillment Fund Participants ï Feb. 25th 

           

Stephanie Silva, Maria Hamar, Jeri Harman,      Marianne Kolb, Xiomara Iraheta, Sherry Cefali, 
Le Doan, Sophia Robertson, Silvia   Yinghan Ma 
Renteria-Haro  

 
 
 

We welcomed speaker Leslie Lundin 

who spoke about ñThe Real Estate 

market: Current Realities and Future 

Outlookò.  Leslie shared her expertise 

on the real estate market and what 

we can expect in the next couple of 

years.   
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Annual Dinner to meet the Fulfillment Fund Participants ï Feb. 25th 
 
We held our fourth annual welcome dinner at CaôBrea Restaurant for the WLC/Fulfillment Fund Mentoring 
Program.   The objective of the WLC Mentoring Program is to provide our WLC members an opportunity to 
make a meaningful difference to the next generation of women.  Given that the women who have been  
affiliated with the Fulfillment Fund are the first in their families to attend college, we are able to provide 
important mentoring relationships to these young women.   

 
Our participants this year are:  Le Doan, who will be graduating from Cal State LA, Business Administration 
this year; Xiomara Iraheta, graduated from Smith College in 2007; Carolina Lopez, graduated from Santa 
Clara in 2007; Yingha Ma, currently majoring in English at Santa Monica College; Alicia Prieto, graduated 

from Dartmouth in 2008 and teaches at Launch Locke to College Academy II; Silvia Renteria-Haro, in the 
History Masters Program in Cal State LA; Sophia Robertson, graduated from Mt St Maryôs College in 2006; 
Tameka Smith Carter, graduated from CSU Long Beach in 2007 with an English and Creative Writing major 
and considering going to Graduate School; Stephanie Silva, studying Political Science and attending CSU 
Northridge and will graduate in this year; Sandra Valdovinos-Heredia, graduated from UC Santa Barbara, 
sociology and is presently employed at St Anneôs Home.  

 
If you would like to be a mentor and participate in this wonderful program, please contact Sherry Cefali at 
Sheryl.cefali@duffandphelps.com or Sherry Banks at sbanks@fulfillment.org for more information.   If your 
company offers a summer internship this summer, we hope you will consider one of the young ladies that we 
are mentoring from the Fulfillment Fund.   
 

 

Community Outreach lunch with the Fulfillment Fund - January 29th  
 

     
  
     Clara Martin, Dr. Terrence Roberts,  Carolyn Lee, Barbara Rosenbaum,  Ivelisse    

     Carol Mauch Amir   Rodriquez Simon, Jill Cossman 
 
 

We had nearly 50 attendees at the annual kickoff luncheon for WLCôs Community Outreach Program 
with the Fulfillment Fund, and our annual corporation board meeting.  Our guest speaker was Dr. Terrence 
Roberts, a much sought after speaker on managing racial and ethnic diversity and developing multicultural 
awareness.  Dr. Roberts made history as one of the 'Little Rock Nine'ðnine African American high school 
students who volunteered to desegregate Arkansas' Little Rock Central High School in 1957, and requiring 
escorts by the National Guard on a daily basis in order to protect the students from violence in school.  In 1999 
he, along with the other members of the Little Rock Nine, received the nationôs highest civilian award, the 
Congressional Gold Medal.  Terry shared his stories with us and was truly an inspiration to us all.        

  

 

 

mailto:Sheryl.cefali@duffandphelps.com
mailto:sbanks@fulfillment.org
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Women and Wine Dinner - December 4th 

     
  
Hope Neiman, Marianne Kolb, Jill Cossman,      Lejla Hadzimuratovic, Martha DeLaurentiis,         Linsly Donnelly, Leslie Lehr,  
Maylee Witham, Laura Thompson, Lisa Spicer       Lane Tanner, Jane Peebles         Sherry Cefali 

 
 

  

 
 

Mark Your Calendars - Upcoming WLC events 

Tuesday, April 21st ï The inaugural dine-around at the home of Cheryl Paller, hosted by Cheryl and Maylee 
Witham.  Wait list is now open for this dine-around.  1441 Allenford Avenue, Brentwood, 6:30 pm.  RSVP to 
mayleewitham@hotmail.com 

 
Thursday, May 21st ï Martha Coolidge will be our guest speaker.  Martha directed movies such as Rambling 
Rose, Valley Girl, Introducing Dorothy Dandridge.  Martha has many firsts to her credit ï the first and only 

women President of the Directors Guild of America (2001), first director to have a mother and daughter receive 
Oscar nominations starring in the same film: Laura Dern and Diane Ladd in Rambling Rose and the first 
women director to helm any of the Nora Roberts Lifetime TV movies.  The Regency Club, 11:30 a.m.  $75 per 
person.  Invitations will be emailed.   

 

Members in the News 

JILL COSSMAN, President of WLC is the proud first-time grandmother of 2 new grandchildren, born within 10 
days of each other!  Lucas Jerome Cossman was born on March 25th to Jillôs son Jim and daughter-in-law 
Denise.  Ten days later, Katie Elizabeth Cossman was born to Jillôs son Joshua and daughter-in-law Christy.   
Congrats! 
 
DR. LAURA TRICE, Founder and CEO of Lauraôs Wholesome Junk Food and the author of the forthcoming 
Lauraôs Wholesome Junk Food cook book, due out in early 2010, taking our favorite dessert and snack foods 
and making wholesome versions.   Laura is now featured on Huffington Post.com.  Check out her RRS Feed at  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/author/index.php?author=laura-trice. 
 
JERI HARMAN, Managing Partner of Avante Mezzanine Partners will be a featured speaker at the ACG 
InterGrowth Conference 2009 at the Wynn Las Vegas on May 12, 2009.  

 We had our annual ñWomen and Wineò dinner on December 4th 

at the Wilshire Country Club with our special guest speaker, 

Lane Tanner, CEO of Lane Tanner Winery in Santa Maria.  

Lane is the ultimate Pinot Czarina, and introduced us to the 

wonderful world of pinot noir, and shared stories of her venture 

as one of the first female winemakers in the California Central 

Coast.   

mailto:mayleewitham@hotmail.com
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/author/index.php?author=laura-trice
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Spotlight on WLC Member: Gayla Kraetsch Hartsough 
 

Gayla Kraetsch Hartsough, Ph.D., has been the President of KH Consulting Group (KH) 
since 1986, and a member of WLC since 2004.  Much of her work involves strategic 
planning and organizational restructuring of local, state, and federal governmental 
agencies; non-profit organizations; transportation systems; utilities; education 
enterprises; and health care providers.  Among her clients are the County and the City of 
LA, LA World Airports,  Port of LA, Telstra Enterprise & Government (Australia), UCLA, 
USC, Port Authority of New York-New Jersey, County of Orange, CA; San Francisco 
Community College District, LA Community College District; City and County of Denver, 
Childrens Hospital LA, and the County of LA Civil Grand Jury.  

   
Gayla is a graduate of Northwestern, communications studies; Ed.M. degree from Tufts University; and Ph.D. 
and M.Ed. degrees from the University of Virginia.  After completing her Ph.D., she was awarded a Woodrow 
Wilson National Fellowship Award in higher education administration.  Gayle is involved with NAWBO, LA 
Chapter, Board for 2008-2009; Organization of Women Executives (former President and Board Member); 
BTW (Member and former Board Member); Chair, the Mentoring Program for Northwestern Universityôs 
Council of One Hundred; former VP, Peer Group Program, and former Board Member of the Northwestern 
Univ. Entertainment Alliance; Advisory Board for Earth Protect; and Womenôs Leadership Exchange (LEXCI III 
Circle).  BTW named her one of the top 50 executive women over age 50 in Los Angeles in 2007.   

 
In her spare time, she writes screenplays, which have won multiple awards, and makes short films.  To date, 
her first short film has screened at 12 film festivals, her second short is in post-production and features Clancy 
Brown and Mel Rodriguez, and her third short is in pre-production.  She also paints, hikes, and travels 
extensively ï her most recent trip (March 2009) was to Nepal.  Her husband and she are empty nesters with 
their son in his sophomore at Yale University.   

 

Letôs Welcome our new WLC Membersé  
 

 DAWN ANAISCOURT, Senior Attorney for Southern California Edison Company since 
2005.  Prior to SCE, she was an attorney with Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP, Shaw 
Pittman and Klein & Martin, LLP.  Dawn is presently on the Board of Directors of Returned 
Peace Corps Volunteers of Los Angeles and served on the Board of the California Minority 
Counsel Program (2007-08).  She is a graduate of Harvard University and received her 
MBA/JD from UCLA.  Dawn was sponsored by Clara Martin.  
 

 
STACEY SIEGEL, is Director of Corporate and Public Affairs at Keyes Automotive Group for 
over 10 years. Prior to Keyes, Stacey worked for the Office of Mayor Richard Riordan (1994-
1999) and the Riordan Foundation (1991-1994).  Stacey is on the Board of Directors of the 
Greater San Fernando Chamber of Commerce and is affiliated with The Geffen Theatre and 
the San Fernando Rescue Mission Alliance. Stacey is a graduate of Cal State University-
Northridge.  Stacey was sponsored by Clara Martin.   
 
 

 SANDY THOMSON, is a Director of Wachovia Capital Finance, a Wells Fargo company, 
since 2006.  Sandy is a veteran banker and has been in Los Angeles banking scene since 
1981, serving as a Senior Vice President of U.S. Bank Business Credit, LaSalle Business 
Credit, Fleet Capital and Union Bank of California.  Sandy graduated from USC majoring in 
Business Administration.  Sandy was sponsored by Jeri Harman, Cheryl Paller and Gail 
Bernstein. 
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Membership in WLC 

Have you ever wondered about the membership process for WLC?  The Womenôs Leadership Council is an 
exclusive group of successful professional women who are recognized as leaders in their fields.  We welcome 
women from diverse ethnic backgrounds, cultures and professions.  We are women who demonstrate integrity 
and support each otherôs professional and personal growth.  Membership is by invitation only.  If you know of 
anyone that would be a potential member for WLC, consider bringing her as your guest to one of our events.    
Contact Hope Neiman at Hope@aviateam.com for more information. 
 
 

www.womensleadershipcouncil.org - Website 
 
Donôt forget to check our website!   Mentoring opportunities, program details, membership information and 

more are available at the click of your computer!  You can even sign up and pay for the events on the website. 

 

Any news? 

 
To keep this Newsletter as informative as possible, we need your news!    Any recognition, awards, contact 
info update, promotions, new jobs, marriage, babies?  
 
Want to get involved with WLC?  We would love to have your participation in our various committees such as 
Programs and Membership.  Contact Maylee at mayleewitham@hotmail.com for more details.   

 
Office Information 

 
Maylee Witham, Administrative Director 
Womenôs Leadership Council  
11041 Santa Monica Boulevard #710 
Los Angeles, CA 90025  
(310) 535-9733 
mayleewitham@hotmail.com  

mailto:Neiman%20at%20Hope@aviateam.com
http://www.womensleadershipcouncil.org/
mailto:mayleewitham@hotmail.com
mailto:mayleewitham@hotmail.com

