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A Letter from our President, Jill Cossman 

Greetings all!!   
  

A group of us benefited from a thoughtful discussion on stress reduction led by Dr.  
Leslie Reisner.  Hopefully we can implement some of her sage suggestions for coping 

with the work/family challenge.  Many thanks to Dr. Reisner for this seminar for our 
members and guests, and to our Board members who work so hard to create innovative 

programs and keep the level of activities so high for the Women’s Leadership Council.   
  

We encourage members to attend our December dinner/wine tasting event at the 
Wilshire Country Club, as well as our 2009 Fulfillment Fund kick-off event in January.  

Terrence Roberts, one of the original Little Rock Nine, has graciously agreed to be our 

speaker at this very important luncheon.  Our members will have the opportunity to 
meet with the young women who are participating in our partnership with the Fulfillment 

Fund for 2009. 
  

Please keep in mind your colleagues who might be interested in becoming members of 
WLC, and think about inviting them to one of our events. 

  
I look forward to meeting our newest members and visiting with all of you at the next 

few events! 

 

Latest Women’s Leadership Council Event – September 24th 

It was a warm summer evening as 26 of our members and guests were invited to the 

seminar “Secrets to Success: the Answer Lies Within” conducted by Dr. Leslie Reisner.  
Dr. Reisner is a clinical psychologist and shared many tips on how to reduce stress in 

our very busy lives.  We met for dinner at the Napa Valley Grille and enjoyed a delicious 

meal and the informative seminar afterwards.   
 
 

         
 
Martha Groszewski, Hope Neiman, Jeanette Levenstein Dr. Leslie Reisner, Jill Cossman       Maryann Meggelin, Jane Peebles, Eleanor Johnson,  
Carolyn Lee              Margaret Karren, Marci Diaz  
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Latest Women’s Leadership Council Event – September 24th 

 

                      
 

Tomilee Tilley Gill, Lisa Hughes    Maria Hamar, Stephanie Davis, Jill Cossman     Jane Peebles, Cheryl Paller, Eleanor Johnson   
 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars - Upcoming WLC events 

Thursday, December 4, 2008 – “Women and Wine”.  Gourmet dinner and wine tasting 

featuring Lane Tanner, CEO of Lane Tanner Winery in Santa Maria.  Lane will be 

discussing her venture as a winemaker and share her fabulous Pinot Noirs with us!  
Wilshire Country Club, 320 N. Rossmore, Los Angeles, 6:30 pm.  $125 per person.  

RSVP to mayleewitham@hotmail.com.  
 

Thursday, January 29, 2009 – The annual kickoff luncheon for WLC’s Community 

Outreach Program with the Fulfillment Fund.  Our guest speaker will be Dr. Terrence 
Roberts, a much sought after speaker on managing racial and ethnic diversity and 

developing multicultural awareness.  Dr. Roberts made history as one of the 'Little Rock 
Nine'—nine black high school students who volunteered to desegregate Arkansas' Little 

Rock Central High School in 1957, and who needed Army escorts on a daily basis in 
order to protect them from violence in school.  In 1999 he, along with the other 

members of the Little Rock Nine, received the nation’s highest civilian award, the 

Congressional Gold Medal.   
The Regency Club, Westwood, 11:30 am.  $75 per person.  RSVP to 

mayleewitham@hotmail.com 
 

WLC Members in the News 

MARTHA GROSZEWSKI  has been named CEO of Griplock Systems in Carpinteria.  Griplock 
provides cable suspension systems a wide range of applications.  Previously, Martha was CFO of 
Patagonia.  Congratulations Martha on your new position! 
 
GAYLA KRAETSCH HARTSOUGH has been named a Director for the Board of National Association 
of Women Business Owners (NAWBO) in the Los Angeles Chapter.  Gayla is the President of KH 
Consulting Group, a general management consulting group in Los Angeles since 1986.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:mayleewitham@hotmail.com
mailto:mayleewitham@hotmail.com
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WLC Members in the News 

MARGARET KARREN has been named Chairman of the Board for Boys Town California, a non 
profit organization and affiliate of the Original Father Flanaganôs Boys Town that has been providing 
youth care and health care programs across the USA for 90 years.  Margaret is a partner and the 
non-profit chair of Green Hasson & Janks, LLP.   
 
ROBBIN ITKIN and JANE PEEBLES  have been voted by their peers as one of the Best Lawyers in 
Southern California.   ROBBIN ITKINôs specialty is bankruptcy and creditor-debtor rights and JANE 
PEEBLESô specialty is Trusts and Estates.  This announcement will appear as a special glossy 
supplement in the Los Angeles Times on November 30, 2008.  Jane is a partner at Karlin Peebles, 
LLP and Robbin is a partner at Steptoe Johnson, LLP. 
 
CAROLYN LEE has been named CEO of the Fulfillment Fund, succeeding ANDREA COCKRUM  
 
DESIREE PIERCE  has been named Vice President/Family Wealth Advisor for Wells Fargo Family 
Wealth Group in Los Angeles.   
 
RANDI THOMPSON, CEO of Kidsave invites you to attend Kidsaveôs annual Voices for Change 
Luncheon on Thursday, November 6th at the Regency Club.  Kidsave is an organization that supports 
families for older, overlooked orphans and children in foster care.  There will be a Holiday Shipping 
Boutique and Wine Tasting.  To RSVP, go to www.kidsave.org, or by phone (310) 479-5437. 

 
Let’s Welcome new WLC Member… 
 
ELEANOR JOHNSON, Partner/CPA for Cohen, Miskei & Mowrey, LLP in Sherman Oaks, sponsored 
by Cheryl Paller.   Eleanor has been in charge of the tax/business management department for 
Cohen, Miskei & Mowrey for the past 6 years.  She is the Past Chair of the Century City Chamber of 
Commerce, and chaired the Womenôs Business Council in 1998 and 2007.  She is presently the 
Treasurer of The Lorraine Johnson Foundation, which provides scholarships for secondary school 
children who has lost a parent to breast cancer.  She graduated from Babson College in Wellesley, 
MA and currently resides in Sherman Oaks.   
 

Directory Update 

 
MARTHA GROSZEWSKIôS new information: 
CEO, Griplock Systems, LLC 
410 Palm Ave. Loft A-18 
Carpinteria, CA  93013 
Email: Martha.groszewski@gmail.com 
Phone: (805) 566-0064  
 
CHERYL PALLERôS new office information:   
Managing Director and Private Banker 
Deutsche Bank 
2000 Avenue of the Stars, 9th Floor, North Tower 
Los Angeles, CA  90067 (310) 788-6166    Fax (213) 985-2442  

http://www.kidsave.org/
mailto:Martha.groszewski@gmail.com
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DESIREE PIERCEôS new information: 
Vice President, Family Wealth Advisor  
Wells Fargo Family Wealth Group 
333 S. Grand Avenue, Suite 2000 
Los Angeles, CA  90071  
MAC E2064-204  
213 253-6291  Direct dial 
213 253-7202  Fax 
310 415-4388  Cell 
Email: desiree.d.pierce@wellsfargo.com     
 

Membership in WLC 

Have you ever wondered about the membership process for WLC?  The Womenôs Leadership 

Council is an exclusive group of successful professional women who are recognized as leaders in 

their fields.  We welcome women from diverse ethnic backgrounds, cultures and professions.  We are 

women who demonstrate integrity and support each otherôs professional and personal growth.  

Membership is by invitation only.  If you know of anyone that would be a potential member for WLC, 

consider bringing her as your guest to one of our events.    

Contact Hope Neiman at Hope.neiman@rightstart.com for more information. 

 

www.womensleadershipcouncil.org - Website 
 
Donôt forget to check our website!   Mentoring opportunities, program details, membership information 
and more are available at the click of your computer! 

 
Any news? 
 
To keep this Newsletter as informative as possible, we need your news!    Any recognition, 

awards, contact info update, promotions, new jobs, marriage, babies?  

Want to get involved with WLC?  We would love to have your participation in our various committees 

such as Programs and Membership.  Contact Maylee at mayleewitham@hotmail.com for more 

details.   

 

Office Information 
 

Maylee Witham, Administrative Director 
 Women’s Leadership Council  11041 Santa Monica Boulevard #710 Los Angeles, CA 90025 (310) 535-9733 
mayleewitham@hotmail.com  

mailto:Neiman%20at%20Hope.neiman@rightstart.com
http://www.womensleadershipcouncil.org/
mailto:mayleewitham@hotmail.com
mailto:mayleewitham@hotmail.com

